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               From the 
Pastor’s 

Desk

Dear Members and Friends,

I t is with the joy, peace, and love of our Savior Jesus 
Christ that I greet you in this 2017 holiday edition of 
"The STAR". The statement “Jesus is the reason for the 

season” may just be a cliché to many, but Jesus is truly the reason. 
I admonish each and every one of you to stay focused on this true 
fact, and give God praise for the best gift that was ever given to 
humanity, in the personage of Jesus Christ. I encourage you to keep 
Jesus in his proper place during this festive season. Please remember 
that regardless of what we may or may not receive from one another, 
in Jesus we have everything that we need.

It is my prayer that you receive all the desires of your heart. But 
just in case what you are looking for is not under your tree, never 
forget that the best gift ever given, hung up on a tree, in the shape 
of a cross. Please do not forget this as we keep our attention on the 
celebration of the birth of Christ. Let us celebrate him by giving and 
sharing his love with one another.

God bless you one and all and may this be one of the best 
Christmas celebrations you have ever experienced. Have yourself a 
Merry Christmas! I am looking forward to the new year with great 
enthusiasm, fervor, and eagerness. I am persuaded that the best is 
still yet to come as we move onward and upward in the service of 
our Lord.

In His Service,

Dr. Robert L. Elliott, Jr.
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EDITORIAL

Be who God wants you to be
by Adrienne R. Watson

No matter how old we get, it’s never too late to take account of our lives and 
determine whether or not we are who we want to be.  More important than 
what WE want, we need to know if we are who we know GOD wants us to be. 

We prepared for our careers though education and training, but how do we prepare 
ourselves to be who God wants us to be? I found some suggestions at beliefnet.com to 
help us along our journey towards becoming a new creature in Christ.

1. Be Patient: Proverbs 16:32 
He that is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty; and he that ruleth his spir-
it than he that taketh a city.
Living with patience is better than de-
manding what you want before the time 
is right. Patience comes from knowing 
that you already have enough of what 
you need.

2. Live with Integrity: Psalm 15:1-5
Lord, who shall abide in thy taberna-
cle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He 
that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart...
You become a person of your word 
when you allow Christ to live through 
you. Don’t just try to line up your 
behavior with your beliefs. Learn what 
matters to God. Find out His beliefs. 
Then make them your own. Allow God’s 
Holy Spirit to transform you. 

3. Live with Honor: Isa. 29:13
Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch 
as this people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour 
me...
It’s because of what he did that we are 
who we are. Living with honor reminds 
us of who we really are, who God is, and 
how much he loves us. 
 
4. Be Grateful: Isa. 55:1-2
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no mon-
ey; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satis-
fieth not? hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness.
Living with gratitude can change the 
way you experience your life. Let go of 
longing for what you don’t have and 
give God thanks for all that you do have. 
5. Live Boldly: Acts 4:13
Now when they saw the boldness of Pe-
ter and John, and perceived that they 

were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled...
Fall so in love with God that everywhere 
you go, you overflow with a spiritual 
boldness of love and compassion that 
draws people to the joy of life in Christ.

6. Pray Boldly: Acts 4:23-24, 29, 31
… And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were 
assembled together; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness.
Pray the impossible. It’s so easy to pray 
soft, safe prayers. But when we remove 
our doubts and live in the security of 
who God is, we can’t help but pray bold 
prayers. 

7. Speak Boldly: Acts 4:31
And when they had prayed, the place 
was shaken where they were assem-
bled together; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake 
the word of God with boldness.
You might not feel bold with words. But 
as you get to know Christ and you be-
come who you are supposed to be, you 
simply can’t hold back. We speak boldly 
about what we believe deeply.
 
8. Be Bold in Obedience: Acts 5:28-29
Saying, Did not we straitly command 
you that ye should not teach in this 
name? and, behold, ye have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon 
us. Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey 
God rather than men.
We act boldly based on what we believe 
deeply. We obey boldly when we trust 
God completely. When you fall in love 
with God, you don’t care what anybody 
else thinks or says or how foolish it 
makes you look to everyone else. 

If you want to move your ego out of the 
way you must first ask the Holy Spirit to 
fill you. You’re no longer who you used 
to be. Boldly be who you were meant to 
be in Christ Jesus. 

Visit 
Morning Star 

Baptist Church 
on the web at

www.msbcpgva.org

Join us for Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

STUDY GOD’S WORD:

  Learn It!
Love It!

Live It!

This is my Bible,   
God's holy word.
It is a lamp upon           

my feet,
And a light unto            

my path.
I believe what it says.

I can have what it 
says,

If I do what it says.
For God's word is 

true.
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by Shirley H. Kennedy

“Yellow” was the color and “Beautiful” 
was the atmosphere as the women of 
Morning Star observed the Annual Women’s 
Day celebration on Sunday, May 21, 2017.  
Guest speaker for the occasion was Rev. 
Lucy L. Grain, Associate Pastor of Main 

Street Baptist Church, Smithfield, VA.  
Deaconess Patricia Kizzie eloquently guided 
the service.  Songs such as, “We Are Soldiers 
in the Army”, “Lord Keep Me Day by Day”, 
“I’m Determined”, “View That Holy City”, 
and “Only A Look” were rendered by Bro. 

Morning Star Baptist Church
celebrates 

Deacon Ellen Jones Day

by Bernice D. Reaves

On December 10 Dea. 
Ellen Louise Jones celebrated 
her 100th birthday!!! She was 
one of seven children born to 
Allen and Sadie Jones.  Her 
siblings were Timothy, Addi-
son, Sarah, Virginia (who died 
at an early age), James and 
Charles.  Her father died when 
she was barely a toddler and 
her mother, Sadie, married a 
widower with eight children, 
Thomas Johnson, on Sep-

tember 21, 1919 in a service 
presided over by Rev. J. H. 
Alexander during the year he 
served as Pastor of Morning 
Star.  This union produced four 
more children (Cyrus, Pattie, 
Collin and Deaconess Lillie 
Jones).  Of these combined 
eighteen children, Ellen is the 
only surviving sibling.  She was 
married to Paul Welton Jones 
(a Deacon at Lebanon Baptist 
Church) for 62 years until his 

death in 1999.  
In 1989 she was ordained 

as a Deacon, here at Morn-
ing Star Baptist.  Taking this 
responsibility seriously, she 
attends church and bible study 
on a regular basis.  Whenever 
the doors of the church are 
open, she is usually there.  
She loves her church and her 
pastor, Dr. Robert L. Elliott, 
who proclaimed her to be the 
“Mother of the Church.” 

in honor of her 100th birthday
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Deacon Jones was applauded and recognized by 
the Prince George Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) by 
Mary F. Ruffin, President and by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) – Prince George 
Chapter by Rev. Dr. Sylvia K. Tucker, President.

Deacon Jones is the epitome of love in action.  All 
of God’s children belong to her.  Her longevity and 
stamina attest to the fact that God has put His loving 
arms of protection around her.  We give thanks to 
our Creator for keeping her in His keeping care and 
allowing her to reach the amazing age of 100.     

Attorney Barbara Johnson, niece

Deaconness Bernice Reaves, niece Dr. Du'Ewa Kamara, daughter
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A day of Rememberance, 
Fellowship & Praise!

MSBC ANNUAL HOMECOMING SERVICE 2017
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Membership Day & 
Annual Tailgate Fellowship

October 15, 2017
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Being Thankful...
The Star asked some of the youngest 

members of Morning Star what they are 
most thankful for this year....

A.J. Williams 
"Thankful for 

all my brothers 
and sisters and 
my mom and 
dad and I am 
thankful for 

helping people"

Xynylia Newell
"My family"

Xyryia Crew
"Christmas"
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Being Thankful...

Xymyra Newell
"My parents"

Shawn Shaw
"My family and 

my birthday"

Lonnah Brown
"My family 

and my little 
brother"

Chason Jones
"Toys and 

playing on my 
iPad"
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A Christmas Luncheon for the Young at Heart
by Bernice D. Reaves

At 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 2 nd 
members of The Shining Stars Girls Youth 
Ministry prepared a special luncheon of turkey, 
stuffing, gravy, candied yams, mac & cheese, 
string beans and rolls (and delicious deserts) 
for the elders of the church. Door prizes were 
presented throughout the luncheon. After 
a scrumptious meal, the “Stars” modeled 

beautiful ensembles.
To begin the season early, the enjoyable 

afternoon also included Christmas carols, 
closing with “We Wish You A Merry 
Christmas.” The committee for this special 
event was Deaconesses Charlene Irving, 
Deaconess Mildred Holloway and Deaconess 
Joan Crawley.   
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Member Spotlight

Sis. Tiffany Haskins on her trip of a 
lifetime to the United Arab Emirates
1. Why did you decide to take this trip?  
The Dubai trip is listed among many other beautiful 
places (Africa, Alaska, Hawaii) to visit on my bucket 
list I created when I turned forty last year.

2. What did you learn? United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is the richest country in the world. The UAE 
is made up of seven emirates: Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Ajman, Fujairah, Ras al Khaimah, Sharjah and Umm 
al Quwain. I was blessed to visit two of them — Abu 
Dhabi, which is the capital of UAE, and Dubai, which 
is the largest city. Dubai has the world 
tallest building, Burj Khalifa, which is 
2,717 ft. tall with 163 floors. I visited 
the observation deck on the 125th floor. 
Abu Dhabi has the world’s fastest roller 
coaster called Formula Rossa. It accel-
erates from zero to a top speed of 150 
miles per hour in just five seconds. Yes, 
I survived it!

3.  What was the culture like in 
Dubai? 
Dubai's culture is rooted in Islam, but 
there is also a large Christian, Hindu 
and Buddhist population, as well as 
other religions in the city. Cleanliness, 
courtesy and hospitality were the most highly notable 
characteristics of the people I encountered. Sheikh 
Zayed Grand Mosque located in Abu Dhabi, is the 
largest mosque in the country. As part of their food 
culture, Muslims are prohibited from eating pork, so 
it is not included on any menus. That meant there 
was no pork bacon for me for my entire stay. Local 
cuisine included lamb, camel, fish, rice and vegeta-
bles. There were also some American traditions avail-
able. There was a McDonald's, a Joe’s Crab Shack, a 
Fridays and other well-known American eateries. Re-
tail therapy at its best, the Dubai Mall, which has over 

1,000 stores along with the world's largest aquarium, 
the Dubai Aquarium, which makes for a wonderful 
shopping experience.

4.  How did you prepare for your trip? I had 
a wonderful travel agent, Gretna with First Class 
Travel & Vacations. She booked everything from the 
non stop flight (13 hours), hotel, 4 excursions/tour, 
daily breakfasts and ground transportation, all of 
which were included. All I had to do was make ar-
rangements for Hazzon and Alvin (Tre) for the week, 

pack my clothes and convert my U.S. 
dollars to dirhams. I was concerned 
about being on a flight for 13 hours 
straight but it was a great experience. 
Emirates Airline made you feel first 
class, even in coach. Free in flight 
movies, live tv, drinks and meals 
were all included. They also provided 
each passenger with a small pouch 
with personal care items such as a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, socks and a 
sleeping eye mask.  

5.  With all the terrorist violence 
reported in the news, how did 
you prepare mentally for your 

trip? The world is filled with crime and hate wherev-
er you go, but I don’t let that stop me from exploring 
and enjoying life. God knows my beginning and the 
ending for my life, so until then I will enjoy and “Fear 
not, for I am with you” Isaiah 41:10.

6.  Would you recommend Dubai to others? I 
would recommend that everyone at some point in life 
visit Dubai. It is so multicultural with diverse nation-
alities, a wide range of food, enjoyment, and has the 
modern day art of the cities' beautiful skyscrapers 
and architectural designs.

A special feature highlighting some of the interesting things that 
members of the Morning Star family have accomplished
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Morning Star received the 
attendance award banner during 
the fall session of the Lebanon 
Virginia Baptist association on 
October 29, 2017 at Mount Nebo 
Baptist Church, Surry, VA where 
the host pastor is Rev. Dr. Daniel 

L. Baltimore.

Congratulations, 
Graduate!

Deacon and Deaconess Maurice and Christine 
Smith are proud to announce that their son, 
Marince Smith Jr. has completed his studies 

and earned his Ph.D. in Agriculture & Extension 
Education from Penn State.

EMPOWERING OUR STARS
by Bernice D. Reaves

A financial seminar was prepared for the “Shining Stars” by Sis. Andrea Hudson with assistance 
from Deaconess Shirley Robinson and Deaconess Bernice Reaves on October 7 th . Entitled “Em-
powering Our Stars with the Knowledge of Choices” the seminar offered insight to making the right 
financial choices, learning the difference between your needs and your wants, earning money and 
budgeting that money,  learning to save, when to spend, and when to give. The “Shining Star Shark 
Tank” offered the attendees a chance to pursue a business plan and have it judged for marketing 
potential. The seminar ended with the young ladies learning more about being a good steward over 
the money God has entrusted to them. After a hearty lunch, the “Stars” learned to make lip balm 
with household ingredients, e.g. granulated sugar, olive oil, food coloring, food flavoring, and a 
sprinkle of “star power.”   
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2017 Annual Fall Revival
2017 Fall Revival services were held August 22nd through the 24th with Prayer & Praise service 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. and worship service beginning at 8:00 p.m. The message was delivered 
each night by Rev. Dr. Kevin R. White of Covenant Fellowship Church in Chesapeake. Prayer 
& Praise Worship leaders were as follows: Tuesday night - Dea. Andre Williams and Deaconess 
Rhonda Williams; Wednesday - Dea. Maurice Smith and Deaconess Christine Smith; and Thurs-
day evening - Dea. Robert Irving and Deaconess Charlene Irving.  
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The Women's Auxiliary presented a Commu-
nity Health Fair on Saturday, Octobert 21st in 
the D. B. Jones Fellowship Hall.  Health care 
professionals were present to offer a blood 
drive through Virginia Blood Services, flu and 
pneumonia vaccines and health screenings by 

Central Virginia Health Services.  Also, the fair 
provided 10-minute theraputic massages and 
15 minute workout sessions including cardio 
workouts and tai chi sessions.  There were also 
sessions on breast cancer awareness, medicare 
and dental hygiene.   

MSBC Community 
Health Fair



- 17 -



- 18 -

In memoriam

Delphine Rose Holloway Claiborne
May 30, 1955  -   August 22, 2017

Percell Blizzard, Sr.
May 1, 1934  -  November 5, 2017 

Several members of the Morning Star family have gone to join their 
Heavenly family in recent months.  

God 's Garden
God looked around his garden

And found an empty place,
He then looked down upon the earth

And saw your tired face.
He put his arms around you

And lifted you to rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful

He always takes the best.
He knew that you were suffering

He knew you were in pain.
He knew that you would never

Get well on earth again.
He saw the road was getting rough

And the hills were hard to climb.
So he closed your weary eyelids

And whispered, ‘Peace be thine’.
It broke our hearts to lose you

But you didn’t go alone,
For part of us went with you

The day God called you home.

— Author Unknown
Maryland Fields, Sr.

April 10, 1928  -  October 19, 2017



- 19 -

Delphine Rose Holloway Claiborne
May 30, 1955  -   August 22, 2017

Percell Blizzard, Sr.
May 1, 1934  -  November 5, 2017 

Ebonee La'Quira Claiborne 
December 27, 1995  -  July 19, 2017

Robert Miley Shaw III
October 27, 1971  -  July 1, 2017

The Fallen Limb
A limb has fallen from the family tree.
I keep hearing a voice that says, "Grieve not for me.
Remember the best times, the laughter, the song.
The good life I lived while I was strong.
Continue my heritage, I'm counting on you.
Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through.
My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest.
Remembering all, how I truly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.
Go on with your life, don't worry about falls
I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.
Until the day comes we're together again.

— Author Unknown

Maryland Fields, Sr.
April 10, 1928  -  October 19, 2017
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Trunk of Treats
On Tuesday, October 31, 2017,  Morning Star auxiliaries held a Trunk of Treats event for 
children in the community.  Afterwards, participants gathered together inside for weekly 
bible study.
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Bible Trivia
1.  Joseph was originally from... (Luke 2:3)
     A. Bethlehem
 B. Nazareth
     C. Hebron
     D. Jerusalem 
     E. None of the above

2.  A manger is a...
     A. Stable for domestic animals
     B. Wooden hay storage bin
     C. Feeding trough
 D. Barn

3.  How many angels spoke to the shepherds? (Luke 
2:10)

 A. One
     B. Three
 C. Multitude
     D. None of the above

4.  What did the angels say/sing? (Luke 2:14)
     A. “Glory to God in the highest, etc.”
     B. “Alleluia”
     C. “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”
     D. “Joy the world, the Lord is come”
    E. “Glory to the newborn King”

5.  What is frankincense?
     A. A precious metal
     B. A precious fabric
     C. A precious perfume
     D. None of the above

6.  What is myrrh?
     A. Middle Eastern money
     B. A drink
     C. An easily shaped metal
     D. A spice used for burying people
     E. None of the above

7.  Where did the wise men find Jesus? (Matthew 2:11)
    A. In a manger
     B. In a stable
     C. In Nazareth
     D. In Saudi Arabia
     E. In a house
     F. None of the above

8.  When the wise men found Jesus he was... (Matthew 
2:11)

     A. A young child
     B. A boy in the temple
     C. A grown man

9.  The “star in the east” that the wise men followed... 
(Matthew 2:9)

    A. Stayed in the same place their entire journey
 B. Disappeared and reappeared
     C. Moved ahead of them and stopped over the place 

where Jesus was
     D. Was just a mirage
 E. None of the above

10.  The wise men stopped in Jerusalem... (Matthew 2:2)
     A. To inform Herod about Jesus
     B. To find out where Jesus was
     C. To ask about the star
     D. To buy presents
     E. None of the above

11.  Where in the Bible do we find the Christmas story?
     A. Matthew
     B. Mark
     C. Luke
     D. John
    E. All of the above
    F. Only A and B
     G. Only A and C
     H. Only A, B and C

For more bible trivia, go to crosswalk.com  Answers on page 25.

The Christmas Story
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Color Me...
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Christmas Word Search
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Christmas Word Search
Answers

The Lebanon Virginia Baptist Association 
will hold its Winter Session on 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. 
at Main Street Baptist Church in Smithfield
The host pastor is rev. Dr. James Harrison. 

The session's focus is on Committment.  
All members, please attend.

Proposed Church calendar
 information request

All auxiliaries are asked to submit names of your 
2018 Chairmen and Presidents to the church clerk by 

January 7, 2018. 

M S
B C

Online Giving  
Go to your App store and enter 
MSBC-PGVA to download the 
Morning Star Baptist Church online 
giving app.

The Lord 's 
Light Within

Lord, we reflect with thankful 
hearts

On the wonder of your birth
The love you expressed when 

you left
Your glory to come to earth

For your life was like a beacon, 
Lord

Shining brightly in the night
Filling the world with the radi-

ance of
The Father's glorious light

And we, too, long to have inside
Your light for others to see
The beautiful reflection of your 

grace
And the wonder of your majesty

For as your life indwells our 
hearts,

We can shine wherever we are
And arise to take hold of each 

new day
With your light ablaze in our 

hearts

So rekindle the flame within us, 
Lord

So it will not flicker nor dim
Ignite us with the light of your 

love,
So you will shine brightly within.

© By M.S.Lowndes
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BIBLE TRIVIA  answers

1.  A. Bethlehem - He worked and 
lived in Nazareth, but he was 
returning to Bethlehem - “his own 
city” (Luke 2:3). 

2.  C. Feeding trough 

3.  A. One Luke 2:10. 

4.  A. “Glory to God in the highest, 
etc.” - Luke 2:14.

5.  C. A precious perfume 

6.  D. A spice used for burying people

7.  E. In a house - Matthew 2:11 

8.  A. A young child -  Matthew 2:11 

9.  C. Moved ahead of them and 
stopped over the place where 
Jesus was -  Matthew 2:9 

10.  B. To find out where Jesus was 
-  Matthew 2:2. 

11.  G.  Matthew and Luke

Larry Blanding

Eric Mason

Javion Mason

Jaymari Mason

Meet the 
Newest Stars of 

Morning Star
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In the News items

Morning Star Baptist Church 

loves to hear about the 

accomplishments of our family 

members. To share your In the 

News items with your church 

family and have it published in 

the next issue of The Star, give a 

copy of your newspaper article 

to any member of the newspaper 

staff or submit your entries to 

Sis. Adrienne R. Watson at

 arwatson67@gmail.com
"Future Male Chorus", 

male members of the Sunbeam Choir.

Hour of
POWER

Dec. 31, 2017
Note:  Sunday School Union 

is canceled for this month and 
the next session will be held 
on April 29, 2018 at Union 

Baptist Church, Spring Grove

Calling all staffers...
The Star newspaper staff is planning a    
Star Staff workshop and membership 
drive in early 2018.  All current staff 
members as well as those interested in 
joining are encouraged to attend. We will 
be giving important information and tips 
for the upcoming year as well as making 
assignments for future issues.  Let's look 
forward to another wonderful year! Date 
and time to be announced.


